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Dried roots of Coptis japonica containing berberine, palmatine and coptisine are used as crude 
drugs for gastroenteritis. The most important ingredient in the root, berberine, is normally extracted 
in solvent due to be determined using TLC, HPLC or LC-MS. Here, we describe analysis of 
berberine and palmatine in the dried root of Coptis japonica by FTIR imaging. We succeed in 
showing distributions of berberine and palmatine in the cross-sectional surface of Coptis japonica 
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